
ARCHDIOCESE OF PORTLAND IN OREGON 

Very Rev. Thomas Oddo, C.S.C. 
University of Portland 
5000 N. Willamette Blvd. 
Portland, Oregon 97203 

Dear Father Oddo: 

THE CHANCERY OFFIC E 

2838 E A ST BURN SIDE, P . 0 . Bo x 351 

PORTLAND , OREG ON 97207 

March 8, 1983 

In recent conversation with Father Wilfred Schoenberg, S.J., an author who has 
specialized in the Catholic history of the Pacific Northwest, on the faculty of Gonzaga 
University, Spokane, Washington, we talked about the contribution Mrs. Harriet Duncan 
Munnick has made to the historical patrimony of the Church of the Pacific Northwest. She 
has just published her fourth book (in three hardcover volumes) containing records of bap­
tisms, marriages and deaths, and other related data taken from registers carried by the 
early Catholic missionaries of the then Oregon Territory. Though not a Catholic, she has 
dedicated much of her life to the collecting, collating and organizing of Church records 
from all available sources. The monumental task she addressed took the patience of Job, 
the perseverance of a mountain climber and the accuracy of a CPA. 

She has not been financed in her work by any 11 fairy 11 Godmother, or Godfather for 
that matter. She did it principally with her own life savings. She has not only helped to 
preserve these records for all times, but she has brought them together into one place, and 
through publishing them in book form has made them available to Church historians and 
libraries in every part of the world. 

Father Schoenberg and I discussed the possibility of some university, specifically 
Gonzaga, granting Mrs. Munnick an honorary degree, thereby recognizing her for her unique 
contribution to the history of the Catholic Church of the Pacific Northwest. Thus far her 
work is known only to a few. I countered, when Gonzaga was mentioned, with a proposal that 
I would prefer to ask the University of Portland whether it would consider granting a degree 
to Mrs. Munnick because she lives in West Linn, and because all of the records to date in 
her four books cover mainly the Willamette Valley. 

The awarding of an honorary degree from a university such as yours, which is 
known for its interest in the history of the Church in the Northwest, would not only honor 
a valiant woman, but help to give her the wider recognition her work deserves. I would 
certainly recommend that you consider such a course. 



Very Rev. Thomas Oddo, C.S.C. 
March 8, 1983. 
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Mrs. Munnick lives at 420 S. Wilda Rd., West Linn 97068, telephone 636-2713. 
I enclose a copy of her resume. 

Thank you for receiving this suggestion. 

With kindest personal regards and best wishes, I remain 

,/cc.: Mrs. Harriet Munnick 

~::"E s;:_;C£/ 
+Cornelius M. Power 

Archbishop of Portland 



Mrs. Harriet Munnick 
420 S. Wilda Rd. 
West Linn, Oregon 97068 
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Most, Reverend Cornelius • Power 
Archbishop of Portland in Oregon 
The Chancery Dff ice 
2838 East Burnside, P.O. Box 351 
Portland, Oregon 97207 

Your Grace: 

Mr: Joe McKay of St. Paul ha.s told me of your willingness to write 
a Foreword or Pref ace to CATHOLIC CHURCH RBCORDS OF THE PACIFIC 
r OR'rHWEST, VOL. II, ST. PAUL, now ready for publication. I am 
deeply grateful for your kindness. Such an addition would be inval­
uable to the success of the book • . 

mentioned 
He fl~ti~~ted that you would like a suggestion as to content. The histor 
of the parish is pretty well covered in my. Introductiop, but the pur­
pose and significance of the published records could far better be 
expressed by Your Grace. Something of the following is offered as 
;§ilil191~~~·.n line with my own thinking: 

The significance of such a work lies in its interpretation 
of an e5a then in transition. The record is not only that 
of the hurch but of social change as the nomadic way of natives 
and adventurers gave way to an order of stability and moral per­
ception. The part of the Church in this transition is the 
tacit, underlying theme of the book. It is hoped that herein 
genealogists, socia&lagists and historians may each find some­
thing of interest in addition to the pure history of a hitherto 
little documented time and place. 

Please feel free to develop the above precis as you like, or to discard 
it for a bette~ idea of your own. 

A request for your Imprimature will follow when the text has been proof 
read. 

Gratefully yours, 



ost Reve~nd Cornelius u. 
The Chancery Offioo 
28)8 .. ast.. Burnside .fre J t 
Portland, Or gon 97207 
.?. o. Box 351 

Your Grace: 

. l seek :rour ganerou attentionj :for approv or disapproval, . 
to this la.test little tran criptions 'of Ohurch reoord ? It is · 
badly printed and rgplete with corrections,. but as a trial first 
run is o, will it do? Only 50 aopies mado . 

The print.or misunderstood instructions about pagination, thus 
thro th in x off, but the ~xt is correct to tho best of 
my ow] dg • •ben local interest and funds :;-m1t, a. second 
run will have th orror corrected and the photos starpe:r, 

·y purpoR~ is .not to make a large or popular work, bu.t an ac ... 
eur te record of the f orlom little church in ddy Valley " 
that is all but forgotten, or if rem mb red at all, disputed. 
Yet St, P trick's Church wa. the genesis o! 'atholicism in 
Yamhill County. 

~h re is no record of any removals from the ce 
ing vague looal elai.l'l}s s . t.ime,s met with. 

$hould I have .your gracious 
t h f .u ,u e ot tho St. Loui 
my gratitude Woul6 ·b most 



ARCHDIOCESE OF PORTLAND IN OREGON 

Mrs. Harriet Duncan Munnick 
Route l, Box 136 
West Linn, Oregon 97068 

Dear Mrs. Munnick: 

THE CHANCERY OFFICE 

2838 EAST BURNSIDE. P . 0 . Box 351 

PORTLAND, OREGON 97207 

April 18, 1975 

This will assure you that I am very much in favor of 
your publishing another volume in the series"Catholic Church 
Records of the Pacific Northwest." I have examined your earlier 
work as contained in "Vancouver, Volumes I and II, and Stellamaris 
Mission" in which you coll a borated with Mikell de Lores Wormell 
Warner, and I not only congratulate you and Mrs. Warner for such 
an outstanding and unique publication, but in the name of the 
Church in the Pacific Northwest I express profound thanks for 
the scholarly, accurate and detailed contribution the two of 
you have made toward the preservation of the invaluable records 
of the early missionaries of this Northwest Country. The print­
ed material you have already made available stands as a monument 
to your conscientious and painstaking efforts to bring the glorious 
record of the past to the full and clear view of this and future 
generations. 

I believe yor.r next volume should bear an 11 Imprimatur" 
on the back of its title page. The "Imprimatur" will indicate 
to all readers that the volume has been authorized and approved 
by the Catholic Church for publication. I will personnally be 
glad to give the "Imprimatur" upon request when all of the proofs 
have been corrected and the book has been readied for printing. 

Again congratulations and sincere thanks. 

Gratefully yours, 

'-£~»..<\?~ 
(Most Rev.) Cornelius M. Power 
Archbishop of Portland in Oregon 
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On the 26th of October, 1870, . e, the undersigned 
parish priest of St . Loui s· have administered pri~te 
Baptism to Louise Eugenie, born on the 21st inst. 
of the la ul marri ge of John Baptist Vandale and 
Marcelline enecal of this parish. The ceremonies 
of Bapti sm having been supplied o~ the 28 inst. -
,ponsore: Peter Luyseier and Th:ais Senecal. 

~ G. c . Thibau, . pr . 
""'·-. .·•· 

On the 30th/?/ of ctober, 1870, e the undersigned, 
·· parish priest of St . Louis; h ve baptized ary 
·Agnes, born on the 9th inst. of the marriage of 

rcelle Raymond and Odil1e Raymond . - Sponsors: 
• r.ancis Jiaymond, Mrs. Bonin. · ~ · · 

G. c . Thibau, pr. 

On the 30th/ 11 6th" · crossed out/ · of o"otober; 1870; 
e, the undersigned parish priest of t . Louie, 

have baptiz·e ary J ane, born on the 26th inst. 
of the l awful m· riage of Dru Matthes and Mary 

tel, of thi s parish.· ponsors : s Christine 
Lachapelle and- Gedeon Laderoute (Seguin). · 

, " G. C • Thi bau, pr . 
~ ,.,, ·~ 

On the llth of November, 1870, we, the undersigned, 
·pariah pri est of St . Louis , have burie.d in the 
grave yard of f oresai d parish, the corpse of 
Jo·seph Bruneel, deceased on the 10th inst., aged 
about 77 years . i tnesses: • Lachapelle and'··~ 

• J. Lemery. " 
L G. C. Thi bau, pr . ,. . 

On the ' 26th of 'Nqvember, ia10, after the publication 
of one ban of marri age, di spensation having been 
obtained f or the t o other be.ns by .Rev. Father 
Fierens Vic. gen. and admi nistratoi 'of·' this Areh-
d~~ce_fjl e, e . the unde~sign_ed, ,Parish priest of ·. t. X 
LoUi s , have rece.i ved the mu't'\,ial ·consent of and 
admini stered the Sacrament of atrimony to Joseph 

.• Ch berlah son of age of Adolf Chamberlan of St. 
Pauls parish on t he one pa.rt, and mrgu.eret Dumont , 
widow of George . Ron~eau, on the other rt, of Wacunda. 
itness es: Edouard Lafl amme and Adolf Chamberlan. 

G. • Thibau, pr. 

On the 27th of November, 1870, we the undersigned , 
parish priest of St . 'Louis, have baptized John• 
born on the 23rd/?/ of the lawful marriage of Joseph 

.,_ Lavigneur and Adelaide Lachapelle of this pari sh. 
Sponsors: Joseph te and Clementine Lachapelle. 

G. C. Thibau, pr. 
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On the 22nd of October, 1870, we, the undersigned, 
parish / priest/ of St . Louis, have buried in the 
grave yard of f oresaid r ish, the corpse. of 
John Baptist Genet, deceased on the 21st inst. · 
aged 2 months and 5 days. Witnesses : Gedeon 
Laderoute, Joseph Gobin. 

G.C . Thibau, pr . 

On the 23rd of October , 1870, we, the undersi ed, 
parish priest of St . Louis, have baptized ary 
Magdalen, born on the 23rd of September of this 
year, of the l awful marri age of Robert Zolner /?/ 
and Catheri ne Lankes/?/ of this paris • - Sponsors: 

• George chels and s . ary Michels (R:eml 
(Rewark ) 

· .. •. · /Ruark?/ 
G. C. Thibau, pr~ I 

·· On the 23rd ·of Octooer, 1870, e, the undersigned, 
parish priest of St. Louis, have Baptized Anna, 
born on the 8 of October, inst. of_ the l awful 
marri age of Xavier artineau and Sophie Chalifaux 
of this par i sh. Sponsors: Joseph imcBlD Luyssier 
and Louise a:rtineau. . 

' G.C. Thibau , pr . · 

On the 23rd of October, 1870, have made their 
first Communion in the Church of St . Louis: 

Gedeon Laderoute 
B artholomew Cacy 

Joseph Gobin 
oise Lacourse 

John Cacy 
Henri Fi tzgerald 

(Seguin) Louise Gagnon 
1ar1 e Laflamme 
Cl ari sse V ndale 
arguerite Eldridge 

V~+~P~~ Eldridge 

at Easter-tune 1870: 
··-.~Hunt 

li ar er et Hunt . 
Adelina Eliza Tureman 

G.c. Thibau, pr • 

-· . ' "' . . "'· 

On the 30th of .October, 1870, we , the undersigned , 
pari sh priest of St. Louis, have · buried in the . 
grave yard of foresaid parish, the corpse of 
aroelline Senecal, wife of John ·Baptist Vandale , 

deceas ed on the 28~k i nst. aged 19 years about. 
Wi tnesse : HUn.t . nd .Mf~ Lollis Lemery . 

G. q . Thibau, pr: 

............ 





Vernier, Marguerite 1821 - 1858 
.Marguerite was the daughter of Madame Dorion and her second husband, 
Louis Joseph Veinier. She bore several children to Jean Baptiste 
Gobin, and reared at least one of her deceased brother's sons. 
She died in y, 1858. The new cemetery at St. Louis was blessed 
four days later "in the presence of all the inhabitants of the 
Parish"• Marguerite Vernier Gobin may possibly have been interred 
there. 

Warfield, James 1811 - 1840 c 
James Warfield, from Tenessee, was a convert to Catholicism at tho 
time of his marriage to Lizette Oyer in 1840. He seems to have 
died soon, for Lizette married Henry Black on August 7, 1842,''by 
J.S. Griffin, at the house of Hobert Newell before the congrega­
tion assembled for Divine Service". Lizette died on the claim in 
1846, "leaving four children". (By Warfield, these were Marie and 
Betsy; Warfield had been also the guardian of Lizette's seven-year­
old daughter Isabelle Lumbers. /Lambert?/ 
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Mrs. Harriet D. Munnick 
Route 1, Box 136 
WEST LINN, OR. 97068 



Lord has ' 
ue. Work­
th throagh 
ith me, he 

et better. It 
, but it is 
e Lord. The 
n in g, the 
easing, and 

roving. 
finally have 
ge to admit 

live forever. 
o my death; 
comes, with 

t attitude than 
oyearsago. 

wo years the 
m~ since can­
ered, I have 

ge of getting 
s as I nev.er 

THE OREGONIAN, SATURDAY, F~UAR't15, 1975 3M I · A15 

ligious 
treat due 

A church retreat for "the 
erging woman who seeks 
w vistas" will be offered 

ortland-area women next 
eek on a windy overlook of 
e Columbia Gorge. 
The conference will run at 
enucha Center near Corbett 
om 5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 21, 

hrough noon Sunday, Feb. 
3. 
"Women in Transition" 

will be the theme of Alice 
Armstrong, a consultant for 
women's programs with the 
State System of Higher Edu­
cation, who will lead seminar 
sessions. Sponsor is the First 
Presbyterian Church of Port­
land. 

"The program is more for 
the woman who seeks oppor­
tunity and identity, and not a 
return to the 19th Century 
mystique of fascinating 
womanhood," a seminar 
spokesman said. 

Sessions will be divided 
and tailored to specific age 
groups. A fee is charged. 
Registration is required. 

Cardinal plans 
to visit Gls 

Timothy Cardinal Man­
ning, Catholic 'archbishop of 
Los Angeles, will celebrate a 
Jubilee Mass and attend a 
reception and dinner at Ft. 
Lewis, Wash., army post 
Sunday. 

It will be the first official 
Visit by a cardinal to Ft. 
Lewis and the fifth to the 
Pacific Northwest. 

The Jubilee Mass is set for 
3:30 p.m. at the past's Jensen 
Gymnasium. Dinner and 
reception will be at 6:30 p.m. 
at the fort's Noncommission­
er Officers' Club. Born in Ire­
land, the 65-year-old arch­
bishop came to the United 
States in 1928, and became a 
. cardinal in March 1973. 

Rabbi to speak 
"The Problem of Intermar­

riage" will be the topic when 
Rabbi Henry Fisher, New 
York, director of the univer­
sity institute of the Universi­
ty of Judaism, speaks to Con­
gregation Neveh Shalom at 8 
p.m. Wednesday. 

Church value 
'erosion' noted 

Portland's Catholic arch­
bishop, in a Lenten pastoral 
letter, has struck hard at the 
solar plexis of Christians, 
blaming them for "the waves 
of immorality and godless­
ness which have deluged our 
country." 

The letter - which also 
attacks "death-with-dignity 
bills" and the 1973 abortion 
decision of the United States 
Supreme Court - was 
received last Sunday by all 
clergy and the 125 parishes 
within the Portland Archdi­
ocese. 

Arch bishop Cornelius 
Power said that much of the 
erosion of Christian values 
has come during the nine 
years since "the Holy Father 
put fasting (only one full 
meal a day) and abstaining 
(no meat) on a voluntary 
basis, hoping that Catholics 
would continue at least a 
penitential life style during 
Lent. 

"It didn't work,'' he said, 
urging Catholics to fast and 
pray with renewed vigor. 

"We have? not been giving 
the devil his due," the Arch­
bishop said. "Too many of us 
have thought him dead since 
we cease~ being reminded at 
the end of Mass that 'Satan 
and the other evil spirits 
roam through the world 
seeking the ruin of souls."' 

Values attacked 
Archbi_shop Power said 

eternal values of the church 
openly are being attacked 
and eroded: "Faith in God 
and reverence for His laws, 
the right to life1• marriage; 
the family, brotherly love, 
respect for authority, reli­
gious education, purity, 
honesty, and self-discipline. 

"Our iirst line of defense is 
the same as ever: Prayer 
and penance," he said. 

The archbishop attacked 
the January 1973 Supreme 
Court decision which granted 
women . the right to have 
medical a1>9rtions during the 
first six months of pregnan­
cy. 

However, he made no 
mention of the Supreme 
Court's refusal last month to 
hear an appeal by Hale Hos­
pital of Haverhill, Mass., of a 
ruling by the same court last 
summer. The Supreme Conrt 
ruled that public hospitals 
cannot forbid physicians on 

ARCHBISHOP POWER 

their staffs to perform abor­
tions, even if they were 
"elective,'' and not to pre­
serve the life of the mo~her. 

Many states, Archbishop 
Power said, already have 
authorized abortion on 
demand, and now are consid­
ering death-with-dignity 
bills, whereby "the govern­
ment, because it will be mak­
ing and supervising the rules, 
will become the 'lord high 
executioner,' deciding who 
shall live and who shall die." 

The archbishop said death­
with-dignity bills first will 
apply only to the incurably 
ill, but predicted it will not 
be long before promoters will 
extend the law to the aged 
who won't have to be sick. 

Suicide clinics next? 

"Suicide clinics will be 
provided to make it easy," he 
said. "The next step will be 
to make the law involuntary. 
Ready or not you'll have to 
go. After that it will be easy. 
The list will grow to include 
the mentally ill." 

Archbishop Power also 
took issue with school 
required reading lists, and 
the incidence of drug use by 
school children. 

He attacked forces in 
Washington state, which dur­
ing the last few legislative 
sessions, have advocated bills 
that would: Legalize death 
with dignity, extend con­
traceptive services to minors 
witllout parental knowledge 
or consent; make a marriage 
ceremony unnecessary and 

~~ip;iji"ij;;iij~y;~,..~~Ji~~~~ii~~ii~iil superfluous; and institute no-
1 ' , fault divorce. 


